
Our Father 
First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2021         
 
Mark 1:9-15 
 
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant 
us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have us to do, that the Spirit 
of wisdom may save us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, and 
in your straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen [BCP, 832]. 
 
 It started with a few words, some images or thoughts and over time he put them together into 

a prayer that he said over and over out there in the desert. Lead us not into temptation, that was the 

first line that came to him, he wondered why he thought us instead of me, but the more he thought 

about it the more sense it made. He was led out here by the Spirit to be tempted. He knew that God 

was pleased with him, he called him my beloved Son, but then he was forced out here into the 

wilderness and Satan had been playing mind games with him ever since. Every thought, every desire 

twisted into being about serving himself instead of God. Over and over, the devil told him to think 

about himself, not God, not others. It was exhausting, the constant whining: me, me, me. He finally 

silenced the devil who left alone for a while with his thoughts. And he realized that he was being tested 

not just for himself but for all of us. He was here to do what Adam and Eve had failed to do in 

Paradise. To focus on the will of the Father, not just his Father, but Our Father. He was being tempted 

for us and he knew our frailty, our weaknesses, he knew our propensity to give up, to yield to 

temptation and so he prayed for us that God would not put us to the test as he was being tested, as 

Abraham and Isaac had been tested. He knew the power of faith against the evil of this world. It is so 

easy to give up, it is so easy to let the Devil win, but that’s why he had been called by God to show us 

how to do God’s will. He was being tested on our behalf and so it made sense to say us, not me.  

 And as he thought about us, it made sense to say Our Father. God is God for all of us and we 

all are united in our humanity. We need each other, we need the Spirit to help us leave behind the evil 

of the world and enter into God’s Kingdom. As he thought about his ministry, about what God was 

calling him to do, he knew that it was to do God’s will on behalf of all humanity. He knew that we 

were created to be in relationship with God, to worship God, to celebrate and declare God’s holiness. 

God was watching over all of us, longing for all of us to come back home to God. Our Father, who 

are in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Yes that’s what we are called to do to, to show the world God’s 



holiness, God’s love in all that we do. That’s how we hallow God’s Name. That’s what it means to be 

Jewish, that’s what it will mean to be Christian.  

 Thy kingdom come. Looking around the desert, he could see the glory of God shining out 

from the rocks, the plants, the sky, all that his Father has made. The world itself is a sacrament of the 

Father’s love. He knew in the very depths of his being that God’s kingdom is already here, but we 

need to come aboard. We need to long for the fullness of time, when everyone will be part of the 

kingdom. It’s as we seek to do God’s will here on earth as it is in heaven that we enter into the kingdom 

here and now.  

 Give us this day our daily bread. At first his hunger was sharp and painful. He actually thought 

about the devil’s suggestion about turning the rocks into bread. But now he was use to not eating and 

he realized how God always provides what’s needed, day-by-day. So much anxiety is produced 

worrying about tomorrow. There’s enough worry for each day without adding to our burdens. Let 

tomorrow worry about tomorrow. Let’s be grateful for what we have. Let’s only ask for what we need, 

not for what we want. Look how God cares for the sparrows, for the plants, how much more does 

God care for us. 

 For give us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Why do we keep score when God 

doesn’t? God is so ready to forgive us, all we have to do is ask. But our hearts become so hardened 

that we refuse to pass on this gift of grace to others. And then we doubt if God really forgives us. And 

the whole cycle of evil, of violence and revenge gets played out over and over again. It takes humility 

to ask for forgiveness. It means letting God be God. It means that we aren’t going to put ourselves in 

God’s place judging others. At his baptism, he took upon himself our sinful nature so that we might 

receive this gift of forgiveness. Our sins will kill him, but if that’s the Father’s will he’s ready to do it 

out of love for God, out of love for us. 

 And so I imagine Jesus leaving the wilderness with this prayer as a gift for us. I imagine him 

saying this prayer to re-center himself and his call to fulfill the will of God. And so we pray with Jesus: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your Name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  



Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those  

who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever. Amen. 
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