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Mark 8:27-38 
 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 
it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen [BCP, 99]. 
 
 Poor Peter. No sooner does he get praised for declaring Jesus to be the Messiah then he 

immediately gets chewed out and called the devil for declaring that God wouldn’t allow the Messiah 

to be crucified. After almost 2,000 years of decorating our churches and wearing it as jewelry, the cross 

has been sanitized and domesticated, losing its power to shock and awe the masses. The cross is an 

instrument of torture designed to suffocate those who dared to challenge Roman supremacy. It is a 

horrendous, unimaginable way of dying. No one would choose to be crucified. No wonder Peter 

protests. It doesn’t make sense. God wouldn’t want that for anyone. And yet God does. Jesus hears 

Satan tempting him once again to do it his way in Peter’s denial and so he publicly rebukes Peter so 

everyone knows that the way of the cross is God’s way for our salvation. He even tells us that if we 

want to be his followers, we will need to deny ourselves and take up our own crosses. 

 For me, the cross, like the Trinity, is a truth, a mystery, that I accept but can’t explain. In a way 

it is diabolically designed as a way of killing the creator of life who breathed life into us by squeezing 

that breath, that spirit, that life out of God on the hard wood of the cross. All torture is designed to 

constrict the victim’s world down to the pain being endured. Everyday objects like telephones or 

bathtubs lose their meaning as they are used to hurt and harm. This destruction of normality is the 

intent of torture. Language itself is broken. Life is concentrated into intense pain and a desire for it to 

end. Pain shatters language. And the whole point of suffering is that it is meaningless. The whole point 

of torture is fear and power. The cross as an instrument of torture represents the nadir of human evil. 

It is into this black hole of pain and suffering that Christ endures for us that ultimately breaks the 

power of evil and death. No one would choose the cross, but Jesus does because it is God’s way of 

entering into the world’s evil and destroying it. Through the cross, Jesus journeys into the very heart 

of darkness to break the tyranny of death that shrouds our world. After Calvary, the meaning of the 

cross is inverted and becomes a symbol of hope instead of despair. It represents the triumph of love 

over evil. And becomes a sign for us that God is with us even in the worst possible moments of life. 



We know that Jesus has gone before us to lead us out of the darkness of death into the eternal light 

of Easter. 

 I understand Peter’s shock and disbelief that God would allow Jesus to die on the cross. It’s 

hard to comprehend that God loves us enough to die on our behalf. We know that we aren’t worthy 

of such love and yet God judges us worthy of such extreme measures. This is the first step, realizing 

and accepting the depths of God’s love for us. The second step is to commit to following Jesus as our 

Messiah. It’s not enough to say Jesus is the Christ, we need to walk in his way. To take up our cross 

is really to crucify our self-centered perspectives and to let God be God. We’ve been trying to be God 

ever since the Garden of Eden and we’ve royally messed up the world in the process. But God chooses 

to save us. We don’t, we can’t, save ourselves. But God does and so we choose to follow Jesus. We 

base our lives upon his life. We choose not to live out of fear, but grace. We trust that God is always 

with us and Jesus will see us through to the end.   

 To lose our lives is to shift from living for ourselves alone to living for God and others. It is 

to make room for others. Trusting the way of God instead of the way of self. Recently I heard a simple 

way of doing this from an interview with Krista Tippett with Alan de Botton talking about love: 

de Botton: It’s the work of love. But it’s interesting that you mention your children and 

children generally, because I think — it sounds eerie, but I think that one of the kindest 

things that we can do with our lover is to see them as children — and not to infantilize 

them, but when we’re dealing with children as parents, as adults, we’re incredibly 

generous in the way we interpret their behavior. 

If a child says — if you walk home, and a child says, “I hate you,” you immediately go, 

OK, that’s not quite true. Probably they’re tired, they’re hungry, something’s gone wrong, 

their tooth hurts, something — we’re looking around for a benevolent interpretation that 

can just shave off some of the more depressing, dispiriting aspects of their behavior. And 

we do this naturally with children, and yet we do it so seldom with adults. When an adult 

meets an adult, and they say, “I’ve not had a good day. Leave me alone,” rather than 

saying, “OK. I’m just going to go behind the facade of this slightly depressing 

comment…” 

Tippett: And understand that that’s actually not about me; that’s about what’s going on 

inside them today. 

de Botton: Right, exactly. We don’t do that. We take it all completely personally. And so 

I think the work of love is to try, when we can manage it — we can’t always — to go 



behind the front of this rather depressing, challenging behavior and try and ask where it 

might’ve come from. 

Love is doing that work to ask oneself, “Where’s this rather aggressive, pained, 

noncommunicative, unpleasant behavior come from?” If we can do that, we’re on the 

road to knowing a little bit about what love really is, I think. 

[https://onbeing.org/programs/alain-de-botton-the-true-hard-work-of-love-and-

relationships/] 

 

 This is the way of the cross; it’s not always about me, but it is always about caring for others 

in God’s Name. We can do it because Jesus has done it for us. He shows us the way of the cross is 

the way of selfless loving God and all God’s creatures. In His Name, amen. 

      The Rev. Scott Hennessy 

 
 


