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John 12:20-33 
 
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not 
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find 
it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen [BCP, 99]. 
 
 “One of the common critiques leveled at present-day Christianity is that it’s a religion 

full of hypocritical people”. In a 2013 study, the Barna Group sought to prove or disprove this 

criticism of the Church, unfortunately they found that 51% of Christians were self-righteous in both 

attitudes and actions, they were more like the Pharisaical leaders whom Jesus criticized than being like 

Jesus himself [see https://www.barna.com/research/christians-more-like-jesus-or-pharisees/]. From 

the outside, it’s easy to see all Christians as street corner John the Baptist wannabes seeing everyone 

as miserable sinners and condemning them to hell. But the truth is that God came not to judge us but 

to save us. In her magnum opus, The Crucifixion, Fleming Rutledge writes that, “The church has always 

been tempted to recast the Christian story in terms of individual fault and guilt that can be 

overcome by a decision to repent. This undermines the gospel at its heart” [Grand Rapids, MI:  

Eerdmans, 2015, 171]. The good news is that grace precedes repentance. I don’t, I can’t save myself. 

I can admit that I am a sinner because I am saved. We acknowledge how we have sinned only after 

we realize that we have already been forgiven. God’s prevenient grace saves us from ourselves. She 

cites the theologian Douglas Hall who writes:  

(The Reformers) saw that sin meant disobedience, rebellion, refusal, turning away. In 

short, they saw it as a relational term … the foundational relationship of human life — 

our relationship with God — is broken; and this brokenness shows up in all our 

relations…. Whether we should even speak of ‘sins’ (plural) is questionable; but if we do, 

we should understand that they are consequences of what is wrong, not its causes.” 

This capital S Sin is what Jesus is referring to in our Gospel this morning when he says: “Now is the 

judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.” By his death and 

resurrection, Jesus has destroyed the power of capital S Sin, the powers and principalities that seek to 

separate us from the love of God. Because I have been saved, I can acknowledge my own sinfulness. 

I know that I am loved by God and God wants me to become the person God is creating me to be. 



 On the cross, God isn’t judging me, but the Sin, the powers that be, that separate me from the 

love of God. In John’s Gospel, the world, kosmos, here is not creation, but the fallen realm that seeks 

to exist apart from God. It is the System. As the commentator Charles Campbell puts it:  

The “world” is a superhuman reality, concretely embodied in structures and institutions, 

that aggressively shapes human life and seeks to hold human beings captive to its ways… 

Indeed, in this text the crucifixion is interpreted as an exorcism, in which the System is 

judged and its driving force (“ruler”) is cast out by means of the cross [Feasting on the Word, 

Year B, vol. 2, {Louisville, KY: Westminster, 2008} 141-3]. 

What are these powers that enslave us and lead us to death (?): racism, consumerism, domination, 

violence. It is the myth of redemptive violence that Jesus destroys on the cross. Instead of meeting 

violence with violence, Jesus chooses the path of love. He rejects violence as an option and chooses 

to suffer on our behalf. Because of Easter, we know that Jesus’ own death has destroyed the power 

of death. We know that nothing can separate us from the love of God, because God’s love is there 

even when we are unlovable, even when we are calling for Christ to be crucified. God loves us enough 

to die for us so that we might live for God.  

 The cross is the mystery of this love. An instrument of shame and torture, a symbol of the 

power of Capital S Sin, it becomes the means of our salvation. Because God loves us before we return 

that love, God’s love empowers us to change. The cross helps us to truly see ourselves, to see how we 

are sinners, how we have fallen short of the glory of God and yet this glory is ours. It is God’s gift to 

us.  

 I want to end with Eucharistic Prayer D that beautifully shares this truth: 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son 

to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of 

us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, 

freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, 

rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he 

sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the 

world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. [BCP, 374]. 

In Christ’s Name, amen. 

      The Rev. Scott Hennessy 

 


