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Mark 16:1-8 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray you to set your passion, cross, and death between your 
judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living; pardon and rest 
to the dead; to your holy Church peace and concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, one God, now and for ever. Amen. [BCP, 282]. 
 
 In the West, we tend to associate Easter with bunnies and dyed eggs, hats and lilies. But this morning I 

want to use an image from the East, the game of Monopoly and Dante. If you look at the cover of your bulletin, 

you will see the Orthodox icon for the resurrection. Jesus is standing on a cross, over a dark abyss filled with 

broken locks and keys, and instruments of torture, like axes and pincers. He is lifting Adam and Eve out of 

their tombs and setting free the inhabitants of Hell. At his side we see the Old Testament prophets and kings. 

The cross he is standing on is made from the gates of Hell. This is an ancient image of the Harrowing of Hell 

when Jesus descends into Hades, the kingdom of the dead to offer them the gift of salvation. In a light-hearted 

way it reminds me of the Monopoly Get Out of Jail Free card. By his death and resurrection, Jesus has destroyed 

the power of death. We are no longer under the tyranny of Satan. His power has been broken. On Easter we 

celebrate that through Jesus we get out of jail free. He has entered into the prison of sin and darkness to engineer 

our escape from the clutches of death. With great joy, we proclaim that Christ is risen because his resurrection 

is our freedom, our journey to life everlasting with God. Our exile from Eden is over; our slavery to sin, fear 

and death is broken. With joy we proclaim the good news of Easter because it means that we are free at last, 

thanks be to God.  

 We have spent this past year under the shroud of Covid. We have felt the power of death, as fear as 

crept into all the corners of our lives. For the most part, we have been sheltered from death, with our public 

sanitation and antibiotics, in a way that our ancestors could never have dreamed of. And yet suddenly, we found 

ourselves back in the past, dealing with plague and pandemic like in the Middle Ages. I have found help and 

inspiration from then in living today. In our isolation we have rediscovered the importance of community. To 

live well, we need each other. We have all re-discovered the importance of slowing down. The pandemic has 

led us to rediscover the wisdom of Dallas Willard that if we want to be spiritually healthy, we need to ruthlessly 

eliminate hurry. Our time apart, our time working from home has given us the time to re-evaluate our lives and 

what is important. Following the Black Death, a whole genre of literature entitled the ars moriendi developed 

teaching people the art of dying. An example in our own tradition is Jeremy Taylor’s The Art of Holy Living; The 

Art of Holy Dying. Recognizing and acknowledging that we will all die one day helps us to live better lives today.  



 But the most important resource for me this year was Dante’s Divine Comedy. In this poem, Dante leads 

us through Hell on Good Friday; Purgatory on Holy Saturday and Paradise on Easter Sunday. In Hell, Dante 

discovers that the punishment each sinner endures is actually a continuation of their sinful behavior in life. The 

punishment matches the deed. And the tragedy of Hell is that each sinner chooses to continue in his or her 

sinful behavior. The gates of Hell are destroyed by Christ, the sinners could just walk out and yet they remain 

imprisoned by their sins. As Charles Matthews points out the inscription over the gates of Hell, “Abandon all 

hope you who enter here,” is not that Hell is hopeless but it’s the sinners’ hope that they can save themselves 

that keeps them in Hell. The sinners in Hell are trapped in their own egos; each lives for him or herself and not 

for God or others. The good news is that we can leave Hell, we can leave behind our sinful behavior and begin 

life anew with God. God’s love changes everything, if we are willing to change. Jesus has entered into the prison 

of sin and death to break us out of the darkness into the light of God’s eternal love. 

 The good news of Easter is that God has broken the power of Sin and Death. We can’t save ourselves, 

but God has done it for us. To proclaim the resurrection is to claim the hope of new life with God. Our past 

isn’t erased but forgiven. We all have been given a get out of jail card for free. God’s love, God’s forgiveness 

sets the world aright. Today we filled with hope and possibility. We are nearing the end of the pandemic. With 

vaccines and masks and social distancing we are beginning to be able to resume life together. As the shroud of 

death is slowly lifted, we rediscover the joy of life itself. Every year at Easter we celebrate this gift of new life. 

We rediscover God’s love for us and how Jesus would choose to die for us so that we can live forever with 

God. We are God’s beloved and today we celebrate our freedom with this good news: “Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

The Lord is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia!” Amen. 
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