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Acts 2:1-21 
 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 
after you and find you, bring the nations into your fold, pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten 
the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen [BCP, 257]. 
 
 This morning we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit empowering us “to restore all 

people to unity with God and each other in Christ.” Pentecost was originally a spring harvest 

festival. This thanksgiving feast later became associated with the giving of the Law to Moses on Mt. 

Sinai. Through the Torah, God formed the Jewish community to reflect God’s holiness to the world. 

As a major holy day celebrating the Law, Jerusalem was filled with Jewish pilgrims from all over the 

empire coming to worship at the Temple. At 9 am that morning something extraordinary happened. 

Suddenly, people could hear in their own native tongue the good news about Jesus Christ and what 

happened at Easter. If you’ve ever travelled overseas, you know how comforting (and sometimes 

annoying) it can be to hear American English. Immediately you have a sense of being home with 

someone who speaks in your native tongue. There is an intimacy in language that we don’t often think 

about, but you sense that this speaker would understand you better than those others around you. 

And so imagine the excitement that arose when you knew that God was literally speaking directly to 

you in your own native words and accent. The separation of the world into different tribes and 

languages at the Tower of Babel was now undone by God speaking through the Church in different 

tongues and languages the one message of God’s love for all people. The end times prophesy of Joel 

was now being fulfilled: 

 

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 

    and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. 

Then afterward 

    I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    your old men shall dream dreams, 



    and your young men shall see visions. 

Even on the male and female slaves, 

    in those days, I will pour out my spirit [Joel 2:27-29, NRSV]. 

The mission of the Church begins at Pentecost as God begins the restoration of all people with each 

other and with God. 

 It’s hard to talk about the Holy Spirit because the Spirit works invisibly, behind the scenes. 

Just as Jesus always credited God the Father for his miracles, so the Spirit always points to Jesus, as if 

to say it’s not me, it’s him that you should focus on. There are certain gentlemen and gentlewomen 

who always deflect attention away from themselves; their focus is on you. They want to know you and 

what you are doing. In a conversation, they always seem to slip away from discussing themselves. So 

it is with the Holy Spirit. We know the power and work of the Spirit. It is that inspiration that impels 

us to call someone whom we later discover needed to hear from us. It is the power that enabled Peter, 

a humble fisherman, to address crowds of thousands and directly defend Jesus and the Gospel with 

the religious authorities. The Spirit encourages us to listen to God, to take the time to read the Bible, 

to pray to God. The Spirit helps us find the words, to find the actions that promote peace in our lives 

and in the world. The Spirit is the very force, the very energy of God that creates and sustains the 

entire cosmos. It is the Spirit who transforms the very stuff of this world into sacraments that allow 

us to participate in the very life of God. When we experience heaven here on earth, it is the Spirit 

pointing to Christ who is leading us home to God. Today we celebrate this gift of the Holy Spirit and 

the work given to us by God to be part of the grand scheme of restoration begun at Pentecost and 

continuing today as we proclaim with Peter, the apostles and all the church: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

The Lord is Risen, Indeed! Alleluia! 
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