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Isaiah 6:1-8 
 
O Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and of supplication: Deliver us, when 
we draw near to you, from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and kindled 
affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen [BCP, 833]. 
 
 In the Eastern Orthodox tradition, heaven and earth meet during the celebration of Holy Eucharist. 

We are lifted up into heaven into the presence of God with all the communion of saints, with all believers 

spanning the centuries and the globe. We are all one in our worship of God, and if you listen you might hear 

the seraphim singing, “Holy, holy, holy” as we enter into the Kingdom of God. I share this image because 

today’s passage from Isaiah speaks to me every Sunday. Isaiah was a priest in the Temple of God and one day 

during worship God shows up with all God’s glory and with the whole heavenly host. When Isaiah went to 

work that morning, I don’t think he thought he’d be seeing God directly. In the presence of the holy, Isaiah 

feels his own unworthiness to be there, but God cleanses him of his sin and calls him to be a prophet, to speak 

the word of God to the world. I share this story because every time we celebrate Holy Eucharist together, I 

remember Isaiah’s experience.  

 At the start of the Great Thanksgiving right after the proper preface we say: 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

And immediately I am reminded that we are entering into the presence of God. It’s easy to be focused on what’s 

happening during the service, being nervous about preaching, wondering what needs to happen next, but at 

this point, it’s like I hear Isaiah reminding me to be present, to be aware that God is about to show up, to bring 

the A game now. It’s time to worship God, to honor God with all of our heart, mind, body and soul. This is 

what we are created for this eternal relationship with God and with all creation. We are entering into heaven, 

into the eternal love of God. 

 Today is Trinity Sunday, one of the 7 principal feasts of the Church year, but the only one that doesn’t 

commemorate an event in the life of Christ, but rather the truth revealed by Christ of who God is: Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. We can easily knot ourselves up into logical tangles trying to explain how we worship one God 



who is three persons. But the doctrine of the Trinity is not a definition of who God is but rather a way of 

talking about our experience of God. It provides the language we need to point to what is beyond language, 

what is beyond definition. If we could define God, then by definition, that God would not be God. When I 

was a young priest, I loved preaching and talking about the Trinity, but I know it’s not something keeping most 

people up at night. So, I no longer try to explain God but rather why we need God. Why we need to worship. 

 When in Athens, Paul “stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects 

of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and 

everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to 

all mortals life and breath and all things” [Acts 17:22-25, NRSV].  

As human beings we are made for worship. What do we value, what do we cherish, what is of primary 

importance in our lives? Unfortunately, it’s so easy for us to end up worshipping ourselves hence the continual 

prohibitions against idolatry in the Bible. With an idol we are in control and basically putting ourselves in the 

place of God. True worship is acknowledging God as God. God is not the object of our attention, but rather 

our very being is defined by God as the subject of all that is. When God calls for a prophet, Isaiah responds, 

“Here, am I. Send me.” But in the Hebrew, the I is not I but me. We can’t say it in English but it’s “Me here, 

send me.” God is the subject and I am the object called into being by God. I as a subject is born out of God’s 

summons to me. My very being derives from God. 

In an article on worship, the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams said the following: 

Put like that, worship appears, reasonably enough, as an area of some risk or danger within human 

affairs. To be invited to worship is to be invited to suspend routine assumptions and allow yourself 

to be acted upon, indeed to be defined by something outside the self. It may, in other words, be 

the most dramatic example possible of a claim to power, the kind of power that refuses other 

agencies or presences the capacity to name themselves and narrate their identity simply in their 

own terms  [https://churchlifejournal.nd.edu/articles/faith-in-the-modern-areopagus/]. 

And this is the mystery that Paul is pointing towards in Athens. God gives us life and breath and all things.  

 Today we celebrate God as the creator of all that is, as the Father of the Son who is born as Jesus the 

Christ, and of the Holy Spirit who is God sustaining all that is and is moving in the very depths of our being 

calling into relationship with God and each other and with sighs too deep for words expressing our love for 

God and God’s love for us. In the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, amen. 

      The Rev. Scott Hennessy 

 


