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5B: Mark 3:20-35 
 
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may 
proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen [BCP, 230]. 
 
 Tricia and I watched a documentary this week 1971 about the music and the events of that year. For 

Tricia it was like watching a history show because she was only 10 that year and wasn’t aware of all that was 

happening. I was in high school and remember the events but didn’t have the experience needed to make sense 

of what was happening and how so much was interconnected. And while the assassinations and rioting of 1968 

were probably more violent and destructive, 1971 held its own with the shootings at Kent State and the many 

bombings that took place. Over it all, loomed the violence of Vietnam and the rising revolutionary spirit of the 

antiwar movement. I had forgotten, if it ever even registered, how bad things were here in America and around 

the world. And it struck me that even though we are still dealing with many of the same issues of violence and 

racism 50 years later, overall, we have made some progress and things are improving. What hasn’t changed 

though is our human nature. The anger, the rage, the dehumanization, the name calling: “Fascist pigs; baby 

killers; damn hippies; the n word; honky;” all that continues today with different names, but the same underlying 

mistrust and conspiracy theories that promote hatred and division. While the Internet and social media amplify 

the anger, our human propensity to discount the other or to see them as a threat remains. 

 This logic can be seen in our Gospel account this morning. Jesus has been healing people, driving out 

demons and preaching God’s forgiveness to all sorts and conditions of human beings. The powers that be are 

threatened by this and so they resort to name calling, saying that Jesus is possessed, doing the work of the devil. 

Even Jesus’ family buys into this logic; they come and try to take him home quietly. People are talking and he 

is threatening the family’s good name. But Jesus isn’t buying any of it. He asks, “How can I be doing the work 

of the devil, if I’m exorcising people? It doesn’t make any sense for the devil to work against himself. A divided 

house will fall.” What’s clear to Jesus is that the powers that be are deliberately refusing to see God at work in 

the world around them. If people are being healed, it’s not Satan but God doing the healing. Their refusal to 

see is blasphemy. He’s not the one doing the work of the devil, but the people who refuse to see God’s healing 

they are promoting the ones promoting the devil’s agenda. What Jesus does is what he will do throughout his 

ministry, he tells parables to help us see ourselves. He holds a mirror up and asks us to look at what we are 

saying and thinking. Why are we threatened by Jesus? The problem with Jesus is that he’s not playing by the 

world’s rules. He is grounded in the love of God, not the fear of the world. And this makes him dangerous to 



the world. Jesus’ identity comes as a beloved child of God. He can love his enemies because they too are beloved 

of God.  

The Baptist minister Will Campbell in his autobiography Brother to a Dragonfly talked about his work for 

racial justice in the 1960s. He marched with King and John Lewis for equal rights. But when people condemned 

members of the Klan he reminded them that they too are human beings deserving of God’s love. “If you’re 

gonna love one, you’ve got to love ‘em all,” he said thousands of times. 

 In a recent newsletter article, A man in the back pew, thinking to himself, Garrison Keillor wrote the 

following: 

I’ve been avoiding the news for a while, but it was hard to ignore the recent poll by the Public 

Religion Research Institute that showed about 15 percent of Americans believe the government is 

controlled by Satanists who kidnap children and drink their blood and that patriots will need to 

depose them by violent revolution. This represents as many people as belong to Methodist, 

Presbyterian, and Lutheran churches in America. It is sort of dizzying to contemplate, even for an 

Episcopalian like me [https://www.garrisonkeillor.com/a-man-in-a-back-pew-thinking-to-himself/]. 

Now I don’t think of QAnon as a religion, but its worldview is the same dangerous conspiracy theory that 

justifies violence against one’s enemies. It’s the same with the Capital riot last January. It’s the same as the leftist 

logic of the Weathermen in the 60s and 70s who bombed government buildings to end the war. Once we begin 

demonizing our enemies, it’s easy to see them as less than human, as deserving to die. The use of violence is 

justified and then this violence breeds more violence. But Jesus doesn’t demonize his enemies, he shows them 

their logic and invites them to see the world from a different perspective. Jesus doesn’t condemn others but 

shows them how their thinking and behavior leads to their own destruction, their own damnation. It’s so easy 

for us to end up hating others when we are reacting out of fear instead of our calling as beloved children of 

God. Our identity comes from Jesus, as He is God’s Beloved, so are we and when we remember this, we 

remember that we all are children of God. We all need to be saved. Name calling and conspiracy theorizing are 

all part of the devil’s game to keep us afraid, to keep us apart. Yes, we are Americans, and Republicans or 

Democrats, and conservatives or liberals, but are real identity comes from Jesus. The Body of Christ is our real 

family and from this perspective, we can all work for reconciliation and the common good, inviting everyone 

to be part of Jesus’ family. In Christ’s Name, amen. 

      The Rev. Scott Hennessy 

  

 


