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B9: Mark 6:1-13 
 
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant 
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to 
one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 There is a popular expression about not being able to see the forest for the trees. This is more 

true today than we ever knew. Consider the following from a recent review in The Atlantic: 

 

Simard’s transformative contribution to arboreal science has been to explain the function 

of mycorrhizal networks—a webbing of thready fungi, reticulated through and expanding 

beyond tree roots, fastening trees to one another in the soil. Picture a mirror canopy 

beneath the forest floor. This subsurface layer is composed not of leaves, but of more 

filamentous stuff: a cross-hatching of fungal fibers, milk-pale, inky, or translucent. To the 

trees’ advantage, these organic structures act as conduits for shuttling water, carbon, 

nitrogen, and biochemical information between trees that are related (progenitor and 

seedling), between trees of the same species (say, beech to beech), and even between 

trees of different species (alder to pine). The fungi—there are thousands of varieties—

benefit from absorbing sugars in the exchange, which their cells could not otherwise 

obtain. By linking multiple trees, each fungus diversifies its source of nutriment and 

hedges against the demise of a single tree or species. The trees leverage the fungi, the 

fungi exploit the trees: a relationship of co-cultivation. 

As Simard frames it, the trees she and her team study are engaged in a kind of mutual 

aid. Resources are rerouted from trees in the sunlight to those that grow in their shade, 

from trees that have surplus water to those that are dehydrated. Signals are telegraphed 

from bug-infested trees to adjacent, healthy trees. Saplings detached from the network 

fail to thrive. As an aged tree reaches its terminus, it might use mycorrhizal linkages to 

entrust sizable carbon stores to its young; these, Simard names “Mother Trees” 

(mothering here being tantamount to self-sacrifice). Rather than being competitive 

organisms, each tree invests in the well-being of the forest as a whole, via mycorrhizae.  



[https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2021/07/social-trees-meg-lowman-suzanne-

simard/619015/]. 

I think the Internet has helped us begin to see and appreciate the interconnectedness of creation 

although as the people of God we have known and taught this since the Garden of Eden. We are all 

related; we are all our brother and sister’s keeper. As a Church, as a community, as a country we are 

all much healthier when we realize our interdependence and periodically return to the basics, when we 

step back and re-see the forest.  

 Today is the Fourth of July and Abraham Lincoln brilliantly did this with his Gettysburg 

Address. He refocused the nation on our ideals articulated in the Declaration of Independence and 

recommitted us to its ideals. The seeds of the Civil War were sown with the Declaration. On the one 

hand we affirmed the equality of all humanity while on the other hand we continued the sin of slavery. 

I included the painting of Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and Thomas Jefferson by Jean Leon 

Gerome Ferris on our cover because I like the discarded drafts littering the floor which reminds us 

that the Declaration is an on-going ideal to which we aspire. As Lincoln reminds us, it is an ideal and 

vision for which we are responsible. John Adams and Benjamin Franklin realized the incompatibility 

of equality for all and slavery. He knew that the issue of slavery needed to be addressed. Unfortunately, 

nobody did, and the result was a Civil War, four score and five years later. We are still addressing today 

the tragic legacy of enslavement.  

 But while we can focus on the sins of our ancestors, we also need to acknowledge our own 

sins, but then call upon the power of forgiveness. There is no future in despairing about our country, 

rather we are called to work for progress and to realize the ideals of equality for everyone. We are a 

great nation and God has blessed us with incredible riches both natural and human. Together we can 

celebrate the good work of Thomas Jefferson while acknowledging his and our own shortcomings 

concerning slavery.  

 I firmly believe in the separation of Church and State, but I sometime think that religion is the 

mycorrhizal network that supports our country. As our Prayer book states: “The mission of the 

Church is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ” [BCP, 832]. Our 

work both as Christians and as Americans is to work for the unity of all people. This is the ideal 

proposed by Jefferson to which Lincoln recommitted us. It is the unfinished work we have to do 

together. We have been blessed with the gifts of liberty and equality and the responsibility to share 

them with others. In Christ’s Name, amen. 

      The Rev. Scott Hennessy 


