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Please pick up your communion cups as you enter. They can be found on the table with the Offering Box. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
PRELUDE    
   Le Coucou                                                                                                                              L. C. Daquin 

HYMN 405 [stanzas 1 &4] 
   All things bright and beautiful                                                                                                         Royal Oak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 

The Mission of Saint Paul’s is to help all people grow in their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

THE FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS  
HOLY EUCHARIST & BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

OCTOBER 3, 2021        10:30 A.M. 



Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE [S-280]                                                                                          Robert Powell 
   Gloria in excelsis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the vanities of this 
world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation 
with perfectness of joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

LESSON                                                                                  Genesis 1:1, 20-28 (NRSV) 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth….And God said, “Let the waters bring 
forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God 
created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the  
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good.  God blessed them,  
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  And God said, “Let the earth bring forth  
living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” 
And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and  
everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his  
image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and 
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 148 —  An adaptation of Psalm 148  
Sung by the choir 

All dogs and cats, large and small: 
Praise the Lord! 

All rabbits, hamsters, and guinea pigs: 
Praise the Lord! 

All goldfish, guppies, and swimming creatures: 
Praise the Lord! 

All robins, wrens, and singing birds: 
Praise the Lord! 

All raccoons, squirrels, and deer: 
Praise the Lord! 

All horses, cows, and sheep: 
Praise the Lord! 

All lizards, snakes and creeping things: 
Praise the Lord! 

Every animal in the sky, the sea, and the forest: 
Praise the Lord! 

Let all the people of the Earth: 
Praise the Lord! 
                                Taken from Web of Creation 



HYMN [stanza 1]  
   Let all things now living                                                                                                                Ash Grove 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                               Matthew 11:25-30 (NRSV) 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from 
the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the  
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 



him. Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HOMILY                                                            The Reverend Chip Russell 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all gifts so freely bestowed upon us; for the beauty of your 
creation, in earth and sky and sea; 
We thank you, Lord. 

For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women; 
We thank you, Lord. 

For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life; 
We thank you, Lord. 

For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees; 

We thank you, Lord. 

For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets; 
We thank you, Lord. 

That each pet here may be treasured with care; 
We pray to you, Lord. 

With gratitude we remember our pets who have died and the love and companionship they gave to us; 
We pray to you, Lord. 

That we may love and honor all works, O God; 
We pray to you, Lord. 

That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation; 
We pray to you, Lord. 

O God, who created all living things on the face of the earth and has given them into our care; grant 
that we may be faithful to this trust in the way we treat all animals, both wild and tame.  Teach us to  
admire their beauty and to delight in their cunning; to respect their strength and wonder at their  
intelligence; to join in their companionship and comfort.  Grant that we may deal with them mercifully 
and wisely, so that our voices may join with theirs in praise of your goodness, which endures forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

O Lord God, King of heaven and earth, by whom all things were made; of your loving kindness bless, 
keep, and protect these our pets with your heavenly benediction; and grant to us your heavenly grace 
that we may give thanks and blessing to you for their faithfulness and companionship; who with the  
Father and the Holy spirit lives and reigns world without end. Amen. 

The Celebrant will bless each pet by the main gate as you leave the service. 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you. 

¶ We greet one another as we each feel comfortable in the name of Christ. 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Todays loose plate offering will go to the Parish Discretionary Fund. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets 
in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and 
skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us 
the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
with Francis and Paul, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to  
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS [S-128]                                                                                      W. Mathias 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.  Deliver us from the presumption of  
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the 
grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 
world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 
AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we  
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

THE INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven. Amen [please consume the consecrated Bread at this time].   
The Blood of Christ, the Cup of salvation. Amen [please consume the consecrated Wine at this time].  

[Please deposit the communion cups by the exit as you leave. ]  

A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO SAINT FRANCIS 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.  Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is 
injury, pardon; where there is doubt, let there be faith.  Where there is despair, let me bring hope; 
where there is darkness, let there be light; where there is sadness, let there be joy.  O divine Master, 
grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and 
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 

THE BLESSING 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you  
always. Amen. 



HYMN [stanzas 1, 2, & 4] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

INDIVIDUAL BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

The Celebrant will bless your pet by the main gate as you leave the service, making the sign of the cross and saying: 

Bless, O God, this your creature, and all who are involved in its care and protection. 



THE INTERCESSIONS LIST 

WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS FOR 

the parish: Becky, Bill, Carrie, Catherine, Chris, Dona, Doug, Eleanor, Gloria, Greg, Henry, Judy, Kathy, 
Mary, Marty, Nettie, Piper, Peter, Robert, Shannon, Shon,  and Ted.   

friends and family:  Judy, Michele, Justin, Michelle, Kevin, Marty, Marlene, Kris, Alba,  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WE WELCOME our Priest-in-Charge, The Reverend Chip Russell and his wife Carrisa  
Riedesel to St. Paul’s today.  Please take a moment after the service to introduce yourself and welcome 
them to St. Paul’s. 

CHANGE OF DATE FOR WELCOME LUNCHEON  Because of everyone having their pets it has 
been decided that the luncheon scheduled for October 3rd to welcome Chip and  
Carissa is being moved to Sunday, October 17th.  The luncheon will be held after the 10:30 a.m.  
service.  Chicken and drinks will be provided by the church, and we ask that parishioners bring other 
dishes to share. In addition, we will need volunteers to help with serving. For information or to volunteer 
to help, please contact Amber Reeves at amberlaru@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

THE PRAYERS FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

This prayer is made available for those unable to receive the Sacrament in person today. 

In union, O Dear Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of your Church, where your blessed Body and 
Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my 
soul and body, with my earnest desire that I may ever be united to you. And since I cannot now receive 
you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and  
embrace you with all the affections of my soul. O let nothing ever separate me from you. Let me live 
and die in your love. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that as the hem of your garment, touched in faith, healed the woman who 
could not touch your Body, so the soul of your servant may be healed by like faith in you, Whom I  
cannot now sacramentally receive; through your tender mercy, Who lives and reigns with the Father in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit ever one God. Amen. 

 

mailto:amberlaru@gmail.com


Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church 
201 St. Paul’s Blvd. 

Norfolk, Virginia 23510 
757-627-4353    www.stpaulsnorfolk.org 


